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The Star Brand. . . the most potent object of power the Earth has 
ever seen. Where it came from, how it got to Earth, what 
energies it employs are unfathomable mysteries. Whosoever 
wields its power can do virtually anything. The only limitation to 
its use is the imagination and courage of its wielder. 


So far two men of Earth have possessed its power. The first, 
known only as the Old Man, was a Dutch count who acquired the 
Star Brand some 500 years ago. He kept the power asecret while 
it grew inside his body, aging his body very slowly. Eventually he 
realized that the power was too unstable for him to ever control, 
and on July 22, 1986, the Old Man tried to transfer its power to an 
asteroid. The flash of energy caused by the transfer atomized the 
asteroid and sent the Star Brand’s awesome energies cascading 
into space, bombarding the earth with mutagenic energy. This, 
dubbed the White Event, lasted less than two seconds, but had 
worldwide consequences. Two human beings in every million 
were affected by those energies, and began to change, assuming 
paranormal forms and abilities. 


Realizing he still possessed a fraction of its nigh-infinite power, the 
Old Man passed the Star Brand along to another human being, 
Pittsburgh-born car mechanic Kenneth Connell. Connell 
employed the Star Brand energies for months, fending off the Old 
Man’s efforts to test his abilities, and finally decided to assume 
the dual identity of a costumed hero. But when Connell realized 
that he could not wield the power wisely enough, he too tried to 
transfer the Star Brand’s power into an inanimate object. Soaring 
ten miles high above his home, Connell transferred the Star Brand 
into a bent dumbbell, only to have its alien energies totally 
obliterate everything within a 50-mile wide sphere around him, 
including the city of Pittsburgh. Connell’s body itself was 
disintegrated in the Black Event, but has since been resurrected by 
the power of the Star Brand. 
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Transcripts of the State of the Union Address, January 26, 1988 


Thank you very much Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice-President, distinguished members of 
Congress, honored guests and fellow citizens. , 

I come before my country with a heavy heart and a burning anger. We have 
suffered through one of our greatest tragedies and we must remain strong. We have’ 
seen our fellow countrymen callously struck down in a devastating explosion 
which destryed the city of Pittsburgh and killed at least a million ofour brothers and 
sisters. 

You have all been informed of what occured, and should also feel safe that the 
ramifications of the explosions have been successfully contained to the impact area. 
We are safe for now, but suffice to say, we can not let an indignity of this magnitude 
deter us. We can not allow the barbaric perpetrators of this crime go unpunished. 
We must take stock of ourselves and proceed on acourse that is both direct-and just. 

It is with sadness, but undaunting determination that I call on my fellow country- 
men to prepare themselves. Prepare themselves for the opportunity to avenge this 
horrific, cowardly attack on our people—on our land. : 

Because of America’s need to show the nations of this world that we stand 
prepared to fight back against our aggressors, I will be calling on Congress tomor- 
row to expand and restructure our Selective Service Registration system. I will be 
asking all Americans, men and women, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
to register under this program in the event of a military mobilization emergency. 

All those young men previously registered under the current system will be asked 
to reregister so that we may better implement this program. 

This will be acomprehensive registration to better prepare our country’s defenses 
against the possibility of aggressive actions by hostile nations. We will be register- 
ing people in the anticipation that they will fulfill combat and non-combat roles in 
the event of a war. 

Let me state clearly, that I do not want to see the blood of my countrymen spilled 
in the fields of battle, but neither can we permit, as a nation, the wholesale disregard 
for human rights that was shown in the attack on Pittsburgh. 

If a message was being sent in the attack, it is one that the people of this country 
are ready and willing to respond to. We will not allow our borders to be breached, our 
land to be desecrated, our children to be hurt. 

The United States will fight back, when need be, where need be. 

And we will be prepared to'fight back in measure. This is not a warning, this is a 
statement of fact. Participation in the proposed revisions of the Selective Services 
program will make this statement ring true throughout the world. 

I ask for the support of my colleagues in Congress. I ask for the support of the 
American people. I ask God watch over us in the times to come. God bless you all... 
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CONNELL, KENNETH 


Real name: Kenneth Connell 

Occupation: Former auto mechanic 

Other aliases: Star Brand 

Legal status: Citizen of the United States 
with no criminal record 

Place of birth: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Date of birth: 9-27-61 

Date of paranormality: 7-27-86 

Marital status: Single 

Family: Unknown . 

Extent of education: Graduate of High 
School 

Hobbies and interests: Automobiles, 
motorcycle racing, womanizing 

Religion: Catholic (non-practicing) 

Group affiliation: None 

Current base of operations: The Pitt 
Height: 6' 5" 

Weight: 230 Ibs. 

Eyes: Blue 

Hair: Blond 

Known parabilities: None 

Weapons: Kenneth Connell possesses an 
alien energy known as the Star Brand. This 
energy gives its possessor apparently in- 
finite power. The power is only limited by the 
imagination of the user. Through use of the 
Star Brand, Connell has exhibited the power 
to fly at unlimited speeds, lift heavy objects 
(a railroad car, an automobile, a military air- 
craft, and others), and fire blasts of concus- 
sive energy at varying power levels up to an 
as yet unknown maximum amount (but at 
least equal to that of the force of a detonated 
tactical nuclear weapon)..Connell, using the 
Star Brand, has also been able to withstand 
the vacuum of space and the extreme pres- 
sures of the Atlantic Ocean floor for days at 
a time. The Star Brand enables Connell to 
survive without eating or breathing 

While in possession of the Star Brand, the 
user displays a star-like tattoo on his skin. 
This tattoo can be moved to any part of the 
user's body. 

The power of the Star Brand can be volun- 

tarily transferred from the user to any other 
living. of unliving object through physical 
Contact. This transfer will leave the user with 
10% of the power that he started with 
Abilities and talents: Kenneth Connell is 
an experienced motorcyle racer. He also lifts 
weights and is extremely athletic and well- 
coordinated. 
Peculiarities: Connell was unaware of the 
full extent of the power contained within the 
Star Brand, until he accidentally used it to 
create a 50° mile-wide crater where 
Pittsburgh formerly stood. 
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Dear Star Brand, 

I'm just writing to say that STAR BRAND 
#11 was terrific! The costume on the cover 
was awesome (and Ken thinks the Duck is a 
ditz!). | do have a few questions: 

1) Where is the letter column? 

2) Why did you change the title to THE 
STAR BRAND from just plain STAR 
BRAND? 

Evan S. Karp 
8 Derringer Road 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 


Evan, if Ken is lucky, he'll learn to ap- 
preciate Maddie (Debbie’s REAL name, 
for those of you who haven't been paying 
attention) before it’s too late. The title 
change puts the focus of the book where 
it now belongs .. . on the most powerful 
weapon in the New Universe. And as you 
will soon see, Ken Connell isn’t the only 
one who will have control of it. Some 
former Pittsburgh residents might even 
say that Ken didn’t have control of it after 
last issue! 


Dear Mr. Byrne, 

Your work on THE STAR BRAND recently 
has renwed my interest not only in the plight 
of Ken Connell, but in the entire New Univer- 
se. Some interesting twists like your appear- 
ance with Mr. Mackie and Mr. Gruenwald at 
a comic convention in Pittsburgh make this 
comic even more enjoyable. A question 
comes to mind ... did you die in the Old 
Man's assault on Connell? If not, did you 
and the others make it out of Pittsburgh be- 
fore Kenny blew the place up in White Event 
number two? Just curious. 

| can hardly wait for THE PITT to see just 
how cataclysmic this White Event is, and to 
guess at its long range effects on the future 
of the world 

Scott Braddock 
4053 Claridge St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 


Scott, John Byrne no longer exists in 
the New Universe. He and Mark were 
blown to bits in issue #12. As of this 
issue, THE STAR BRAND will be ghost 
written by Mr. Byrne. Sorry for the bad 
pun, but your illustrious editor didn’t far 
too well in issue #12 either! 


Dear Star Brand People, 


Ever since the beginnings of the New Uni- 


verse, | have been waiting to find out the 


cause of the White Event. Previews said 
that it would be revealed in STAR BRAND 
#11, and | waited long and anxiously for that 
issue. When | finally picked up a copy, it said 
nothing about the White Event. Why? Could 
you please explain and tell me where | can 
find an explanation of that darned White 
Event? 
Chris Benson 
3618 Burlingham Drive 
Lithonia, GA 30038 


Chris, the origin of the White Event 
wasn't in issue #11 because it was in 
issue #12. Sorry about the confusion 
there! 


Dear John, 

| liked the changes made in STAR BRAND 
#11. The book seems to have direction 
again. 

| really hate Myron, | can't believe Kenny 
actually subjected himself to another visit 
with such a negative influence. | really 
hoped Kenny takes Myron off his list of true 
friends. 

Wow, Maddie is pregnant? | hope Kenny 
will help her and give her the support she 
needs. | don't want Maddie's pregnancy to 
bring hér and Kenny falsely together. Maybe 
this will make Kenny realize just how much 
he really does love her, though. 

. Jeff Mitchell 
1794 W. Minnehaha 
St. Paul, MN 55104 


| think Ken can just throw out that list, 
Jeff. A guy who blows up an entire Amer- 
ican city isn’t going to have a big bunch 
of fans. I'd say you're right about Myron’s 
negative influence, but ya shoulda 
warned us sooner, guy. 


Dear Howard, 

“Ka-blooey!! Pittsburgh, Byrned to a crisp! 
Marvel writer missing and presumed turned 
to ashes! Pirates, Penguins, and Steelers 
demise no great loss to sports world! 
Reagan awakened from mid-day nap and 
told of tragedy, promptly goes back to 
sleep!” 

Seriously folks, ads like that on THE STAR 
BRAND #12 are a leading cause of heart 
failure in America among folks such as | who 
can't stand the Marvel Universe. 

When | saw the ad for the first time in CBG 
| was angry, because one reason | so love 


the New Universe was its lack of connec- 
tions to the Marvel Universe. | calmed my- 
self and hoped for the best, considering the 
setting of the story. * 

The X-Men comment on the cover and the 
story itself calmed my fears considerably. 

Starting with the last two panels of page 
7, | was mesmerized by the story. It was at 
once amusing, thought provoking, fascinat- 
ing, merciless and horrifying in the face of 
the brutal inevitability of its climax. Thanks, 
Pops! 

Thanks also to the art team for a great job, 
especially the awful beauty and finality of 
pages 21 and 22. Based on a scale of five 
skunks (unredeemable) to one skunk 
(barely readable) and one star (readable) to 
five stars (awesome), the Comicaholic gives 
THE STAR BRAND #12 FOUR STARS! 

Kiril Kundurazieff 
2439 Merrywood Ste. 
Pomona, CA 91767 


Thanks for all the praise, Kiril. We're 
glad you enjoyed the issue. You don't 
have to worry about a collision between 
the Marvel and the New Universes ... 
although the New, right now, should have 
you worrying plenty all on its own with 
the impending draft and all! 


Dear Star Clan, 

STAR BRAND is great. | love it 

Kenny has done a very good job handling 
the power of the Star Brand. People always 
wonder what they would do if the “ultimate 
power" was placed at their disposal. | know 
some people wouldn't do as good a job as 
Kenny has. 

And | must say you have handled the 
execution of the grand comic very well. My 
eyes see with joy. 

Stacey Dorchester 
57 South St 
Marcellus, NY 13108 


Two letters of praise in a row! We're 
blushing so hard we can hardly continue. 
We think we should talk about the “great 
job” Ken's doing handling the Star 
Brand, though. 


Dear Starbranders, 

So the White Event was a product of the 
Brand. Hardly surprising, and now a second 
White Event! What really prompted me to 
write were the revelations about the power. 


It grows with time, it extends life expectancy, 
it's a pretty permanent fixture. 

Now, as | see things, all the main charac- 
ters in the New Universe have inherited 
some of the Star Brand power (except Jenny 
Swenson, of course). Does this mean these 
characters will increase in power? 

It must now be very obvious to the public 
that something strange is happening all over 
the world. The normal reaction to the un- 
known is fear, followed by groyp violence 
and hysteria. Thus, if anybody figures out 
the connection between Ken and the explo- 
sion, he will be a bigger worldwide villain 
than Lucifer himself. Does this make Ken a 
possible target for Justice? 

| had thought that the Brand was the 
power and if removed, Ken would be help- 
less, This wouldn't have affected Maddie's 
baby, which would have been perfectly nor- 
mal. Now, | don't know what to expect! 

Ken Connell is stupid, arrogant, and an 
all-around brat. . . thank goodness for areal 
character! Will the power corrupt him? The 
power obviously doesn't increase intelli- 
gence, so I'd guess the old man didn't build 
the spaceship. Was it Ken's imagination, or 
are there really aliens and a war at the other 
end of the galaxy? 

Andrew Miller 

49 Toronto Avenue 
Howden East, Livingston 
West Lothian, Scotland 
EH54 6BN 


Andrew, the release of the Star Brand 
energies over Pittsburgh will always be 
known as the Black Event, because it was 
a dark day of death and destruction in 
the New Universe. Justice will be search- 
ing for the paranormal responsible for 
the death of millions. And the Black 
Event will create some new paranormals, 
magnify powers of existing ones, and 
mutate others in a way not yet seen in the 
New U. Oh, by the way, don’t exclude 
Jenny Swensen, a.k.a. Spitfire, from 
these changes. In an upcoming issue of 
D.P. 7 the affects of bathing in Pitt juice 
will be shown and they'll have to be seen 
to be believed. 


Dear Star Brand, 

A cheap shot to use the X-Men on the 
cover, although you came up with a logical 
reason for their presence! And | should know 
from cheap shots, since I've been taking 
them at Ken Connell since his series started! 
Quite a double bombshell Duck, uh, Maddie 
dropped. Ken's reaction once again makes 
clear that the character traits the Old Man 
was looking for in the person he gave the 
Star Brand were not quite the same ones 
Abin Sur sought when he picked Hal Jordan 
to take his place as Green Lantern! Of 
course, they had different motives at the 
time! 

Love the piece at the Comicon where 
John, Mark, and Howard let Ken know how 
unsuccessful his costume is. Of course, one 
of the giveaways they failed to mention was 
for the man who gave the hero his powers to 
walk into a room full of people and call said 
hero by his civilian name! The Old Man also 
kinda sums up Ken's basic problem: he is a 
fool, albeit a super-powered one! So | sup- 
pose the issue's finale was inevitable when 
you consider this is a case of great power 
handed to someone without great responsi- 
bility! Maybe Ken should have followed 
Myron's advice, eh? 

Robert Kowalski 
3878 Garvin St 
Detroit, MI 48212 


IF YOU LIVE IN PITTSBURGH, 
GET OUT. 
NOW. WHILE YOU STILL CAN. 


THE PITT 


Fi NEW UNIVERSE” BOOKSHELF FORMAT SPECIAL EDITION 
BY JOHN BYRNE, MARK GRUENWALD, SAL BUSCEMA & STAN DRAKE 
ON SALE IN DECEMBER. FROM MARVEL 


COMING SOON... 
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A Classic Collection 
| Of Our 4 
( Most Beloved Comics! /(f3g 


‘The first ten issues of THE AMAZING SPIDER-M AN. 
THE EAN TAS TIC rol R’, and THE UNCANNY X-MEN 
reprinted in beautiful hardcover editions! 

The perfect gift during the holiday season! 


HEH--HEH... JUST KIDDING. 
BUT OUR SUBSCRIPTION OFFER |S 
NO JOKE ! PAYLESS THAN 89¢ PER COPY! 
ON THE NEWSSTAND, YOU'D PAY S/25/7 
THAT'S A SAVINGS OF 29% /// 


FILL OUT THE COUPON BELOW ANE RECEIVE Your 


S-ISSUE NEW UNIVERSE SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONLY $7.98! 


SPECIAL $7.99 OFFER 

Please mail to: 

Marvel Subscription Dept. 

387 Park Avenue South Address 


New York, NY 10016 
City 
| want to SAVE 29%. 
Enclosed is $7.99 per title State 
(9-issue subscription) Zip 


Star Brand NU-188 

Psi-Force Allow 10 weeks for delivery. 

DP7 Make checks payable to Marvel Comics. 
Justice Canada and Foreign: Add $2.00 per title. 


© 1987 Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc. All rights reserve: d 


THE GOVERNMENT WANTS THEM. 
WHO WILL SURRENDER FIRST? 


JUSTICE PS!-FORCE 


NEW UNIVERSE” ON SALE NOW FROM MARVEL 


nt Group, Inc, Alll rights reserved. 


TM&» 1988 Marvel Entertainme: 
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Pro file: PETER DAVID 


Assistant Editor o1 
Marvel fre: 
WEB OF SPIDE 
Marvel fre 
My hobbie 


are 


: MARVEL AGE 
nee credits (past): Researcher/writer on HANDBOOK, 
R-MAN, AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, MARK HAZ 
nce credits (present): HULK, JUSTICE 
Jollecting Oreo middles, animation cels, stuffed toys 


The single work which kam most proud of is: The Mona Lisa 


My pet peeves are: House-broken 
My place of birth 
My greates! 
“Base on Balls” 
My oddest habit i: 
If they were making a movie o' 
Ann-Margret 

The re 


my life, 


: A national shrine 
ecomplishment outside the comics 
and learning how to walk and chew gum at the same place 
Always wearing hats at conventions and walking like John Cleese 

F I'd like to see my part played by: Tom Hanks or 


son I got into comies was: My parents told me I couldn’t make a living at it 


People who knew me in High School thought I was: There 


My 
The 
The 


t good book I read w 


Conan Doyle, William Shakespeare 


latest plots 


Fabian Nici 
My greatest unfulfilled ambition in the comics field i 
The worst part of my job is: Watching the confused expressions of my editors when I describe my 


vorite performers are: Harry Anderson, Spuds Mackenzie, and Gary Carter 
Wverdue 

st good movie I saw was: DIRTY DANCING 
The biggest influences on my work include: Stan Lee, Me! Brooks, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Arthur 
-va, and the New York Mets 

Vinning an argument with Carol Kalish 


When nobody's looking I like to: Steal second base 


The one th 


writer on PETER PARKER, 
“ARD: MERC 


ield are: “Knight Life”; the “Photon” books; 


18 I really want the world to know about me is: I lic on questionnaires 


ITEM: Say, have you noticed our 
New Look for the New U? Every 
single New U book now sports a 
brand spanking new 
signed by one of Marvel's top 
Bullpenners, letterer_extraor- 
dinaire Ken Lopez. But the New 
Look doesn't end with our covers 
We've redesigned the whole comics 
package in order to give you rapt 
readers something you can’t get 


logo, de 


anywhere else! Beginning this 
month, D.P. 7, JUSTICE, PSI- 
FORCE and STAR BRAND will 


be printed on a better grade of 
paper, with a fuller coloring pro- 
cess, which allows us to do “full 
bleeds” — artwork extending to 


the very edge of the paper. Fur- 
thermore, we're eliminating all 
“outside” advertising and increas- 
ing our editorial material from 22 
pages to 28 pages. These extra 
pages will be used not only to ex- 
pand our lead features but also co 
run special solo stories and fact- 
filled pinup pages. We're also 
throwing in a nifty new frontis- 
piece page to recap and update the 
ongoing saga of our nefarious New 
Universers, a next issue cover 
spotlight page, and a new look for 
this very page you're reading. We 
hope you like the New Look as 
much as we do! Let us know, 


okay? 


ITEM: ‘The New Universe has 
been touted as the world outside 
your window. Curiously, though, 
it just so happens that the only 
editor up at mighty Marvel who 
does not have an office with a win- 
dow is the New U guru — Howard 
Mackie! How can his superiors ex- 
pect him to perform his job to the 
nukin’ max if he doesn’t even have 
a window from which to view the 
world outside his window? Howard 
needs your help to receive that 
which is rightfully his. If you think 
hangdog Howard deseryes a win- 


dow, let_you Known 
oo : 


a 


EOW 


ITEM: As ¢every nukin’ New | 
reader knows by now, the fair city 
of Pittsburgh is no more, having 
been totally obliterated in a 
paroxysm of unfathomable energy, 
as told in STAR BRAND #13 and 
THE PITT Bookshelf Edition 
This reality-rending occurrence, 
the most significant phenomenon 
since the White Event that began 
the New Universe saga, is starting 
to be called the Black Event, and 
its far-reaching consequences are 
only beginning to be felt. But 
those of you Pittsburghers who live 
in the agonizing o// universe can 
breathe a sigh of relief that your 
Pittsburgh was spared. Still, it 
must give you people a chill know- 
ing that a mere reality away, you 
ceased to exist!'Vo help make up for 
any potential trauma we might 
have caused, we'd like to pose a 
special Question of the Month to all 
readers from the greater Pittsburgh 
areca. We want to know 

Where were you and what were you 
doing on December 22, 1987 at 6:22 
p.m.? Anteresting question? One 
you may have thought about when 
you read THE PITT? We hope 
so. So, Pittsburghers, we want to 
hear from you! Send your answer 
to the above question to 


QUESTION OF THE MONTH 
c/o Howard Mackie 
Marvel Comics Group 
387 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10016 
FWe will print all the best answers 
Bee get in a special section three 

resuics from now! 


EM: It’s time to bid a fond 
fewell to one of the best assis- 
Hts an editor could ever be fortu 
ke enough to work with. Suffice 
ay that the hallowed halls of 
vel comics will be a little 
nier without the effervescent 
ence of Juicy Joanne Spaldo 
vill step into the breach as 
few U's assistant guru? Check 
8 space next month! 
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THE END BEGINS. ISSUE #291, BY 
WALT SIMONSON, JOHN BUSCEMA AND TOM PALMER. 
MONTHLY FROM MARVEL”. 


